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Indian Spring Citizens Association
Membership Application and Renewal

Dues are $15 per household • Please Join or Renew Now • Dues cover 12 months from receipt
Send Check to ISCA • P.O. Box 3724 • Silver Spring, MD 20918-3724

or drop off at 9609 Hastings Drive (Monica Bridgewater, Membership Chair) or 
use PayPal at iscaonline.com.

Name(s):____________________________________________________________________________  Phone:  (          )            –	 Date: 	 /              /	

Street Address:_____________________________________________________________________  Silver Spring, MD 20901

Email:________________________________________________________________________________

If you are not sure of your membership status you can e-mail Monica Bridgewater, mo.bridgewater@gmail.com, 301-588-1785, and she will give you the answer.
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Indian Spring News

Well it was cold. It was wet. At times it was 
even icy, but that did not deter us from 
getting the ISCA Christmas Tree lit in 

time for all to enjoy! A HUGE heart felt thank you to 
those 20 or so brave and hardy souls who stood in the 
freezing ice, rain, snow mix to help us light the ISCA 
Christmas tree on Saturday, December 14. We met 
new neighbors, connected with old friends and main-
tained the tradition of hot chocolate and carols which 
always puts me in the holiday spirit. It was a brief cer-
emony because of the weather, but little hands man-
aged to put all of the ornaments on the tree that was 
so generously donated and planted by Suzy and Jim 

continued on page 3

Photography by Vicki Kane

Indian Spring News

EDITOR’S NOTE: The newsletter is printed in black 
and white to save on costs. A color version is online at 
iscaonline.com; so if you want to see any photos, ads, 
etc. in color, I recommend going online.  



301-587-1144 or 
301-237-7510
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Finelli of Binghampton Nursery all those years ago. This 
year neighborhood contractor/handy man Tom Lindstrom 
tackled the lighting of the tree and did an amazing job. 
So when you see him please give him a shout out. Lastly 
none of this would be possible without the continued gen-
erosity of Dr. king who allows us to use an outlet on his 
home! While we were unable to get our soggy Menorah 
candle to light we did talk about the once in an 80,000 
year alignment of Thanksgiving and Hanukkah produc-
ing the moniker of Thanksgivikkuh for a number of our 
ISCA neighbors before we lit the tree and sang our holiday 
songs. Despite the weather we also managed to collect a 
dozen or so gift cards for the YMCA Youth and Family 
Services Angel tree. Thank you ALL so much for your 
support of our neighbors good works. I know they are very 
grateful. 

I willingly admit my love for the holiday season and 
the joy I take in the rituals that we have established both 
in our homes and in our neighborhood. What resonates 
for me with this annual event is how, when all is said and 
done, when politics and religious differences are put aside 
briefly and we are not as concerned with being PC at the 
moment as we are about enjoying the moment, the use of 
lights at this celebration is symbolic of one emotion across 
the globe - HOPE.  Light and the HOPE it represents is 
so important in fact that the use of light is world wide for 

worship and celebrations. From the use of the Menorah dur-
ing Hanukkah, the traditional Christmas tree at Christmas, 
candles lit in the sand at a Brazilian New Year’s celebra-
tion, the candles used in the African-American holiday of 
Kwanzaa, the Ramadan lanterns that hang over many doors 
in the Middle East, the Diwali lanterns and their scented 
oils, the Saint Lucia’s crowns full of candles in Sweden, the 
Los Posados lanterns in Mexico and on St. Martin’s Day in 
Holland, to the Festival of Loi Krathong (loy-kruh-thong) 
in Thailand where tiny little banana leaf boats carry away 
our bad luck and bring us HOPE for the next year. Light is 
the common denominator and there is something so power-
ful about the image. HOPE is the common denominator. 
Celebrations of Light circle the year and the globe. HOPE 
circles the year and the globe.

In the spirit of that sentiment I HOPE that you enjoyed 
celebrating the holiday of your denomination, the time 
spent with family and friends and if nothing else a time 
before the New Year to reflect and HOPE for what your 
heart may be missing and your wishes for the future. 

In this New Year I look forward to seeing you all at 
some point in the neighborhood and having you join me 
for our next Celebration of Lights and HOPE!

Until Then,
Stephanie (AKA the Christmas Tree Lady) k

HAPPY NEW YEAR ISCA
continued from page 1
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We are proud to be the first carpet cleaning company in the country to be recognized as a 
Certified B CorporationTM. B Corporations are a new kind of corporate organization that uses 
the power of business to solve social and environmental problems.  Our triple bottom line:  
1. People, 2. Planet, 3. Profit. 
 

 

 

  

 

ISCA NEIGHBORHOOD SAVINGS! 
 

 Carpet Cleaning 
 Upholstery and Fabric Care 
 Earth-friendly Products 
 Certified B Corporation 
 Located in Indian Spring 

 Contact us now for a FREE estimate! 
 
Phone:     301-588-2504   
E-mail:      info@cleaningcorps.com 
Website:  www.cleaningcorps.com 
   

 
 

**ISCA Savings on Eco-friendly Carpet Cleaning** 
10% Off Earth-Friendly Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning! 

Coupon required. Cannot be combined with other offers. No cash value. Please mention ISCA at time of booking. 
 

This section for announcements 
about new neighbors, births, 
deaths, weddings, graduations, 
etc. Send announcements to 
thausner@gmail.com

Bob Tiller  
was recently honored by his alma mater, 
Ottawa University in Kansas, with its 
annual Distinguished Service Award.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Chris Clark studied biology 
and for a time worked in crimi-
nology research and in restaurant 
management. But she’s found her 
real passion more recently work-
ing with young children.

For most of the past decade, 
Clark has run a licensed child-
care program for pre-schoolers in 
her Indian Spring home. she and 
her family moved about six years 
ago into a house at the corner of 
Franklin and Wire that once was 
owned and occupied by her hus-
band Tim’s great-grandparents. 

During the past fall, Clark 
switched gears to begin running 
a before-school and after-school 
program for elementary and 
middle school students in the 
neighborhood. She works alone, 
currently tending to the needs of 
nine children.

When she opens her summer doors to elementary and 
middle school children, she expects to offer an array of 
learning experiences that include sewing, woodworking, 
berry picking, canning, cooking, nature exploration, 
participation in Silver Spring events, trips to historic sites 
and museum visits. 

“I am excited for the change 
with the older children, and I 
am really loving their complex 
personalities, enthusiasm and 
boisterous energy,” says Clark, who 
grew up in the Annapolis area and 
earned a B.A. degree at Towson 
University.

Clark started her pre-
schooling business when her 3rd 
daughter was born 10 years ago. 
“I wanted to be able to provide the 
childcare setting I could not find 
anywhere for her and for other 
children,” she says.

As a pre-school director, Clark 
says she was able to incorporate 
her love of science in activities 
and day trips, such as “creeking” 
to collect fresh frog eggs and 
examining specimens under the 
microscope. 

Asked what she enjoys most about the work,  
she says: “I love getting to know these wonderful children 
and celebrate their differences and interests.  … Watching 
their caring friendships evolve and their tremendous 
creativity is a gift that I feel fortunate  
to witness!” k

ISCA Entrepreneurs at Home: Chris Clark
By Jay P. Goldman

ISCA ENTREPRENEURS AT HOME

“I wanted to be able to 
provide the childcare setting 
I could not find anywhere 

for her and for other 
children,”

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is part 10 of an occasional ISCA newsletter series focusing on individuals in the neighborhood who 
run businesses out of their homes. Previous installments featured Ann Horton, Deborah Levy, Kendra LaDuca, Iantha Carley, 
Monica Bridgewater, Christopher Lancette, Christina Taylor, Lynette Mattke and Jennifer Chambers. (Send suggestions for 
future profiles to jgoldman@aasa.org.)
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Calling All Questions!
Need advice on home improvement ideas?

Curious about the latest changes in our
local real estate market?

Consult Go Brent Team on all real estate
topics at no charge whether or not you're

considering moving. 

Go Brent Team.com 
301.565.2523

Info@GoBrentTeam.com

GoBrentTeam.com #1 Sales Volume Silver Spring
Better Pricing.  Faster Sales.  More Money.

CONTRACT

2 d
ays

 on
 m

ark
et

10003 Sutherland Rd
$515,000

308 Crescendo Way
$349,000

322 University Blvd W
$399,000

Keller Williams Capital Properties
240.383.1350

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Call 301.807.0290

CASH FOR HOUSES
AS IS CONDITION
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TTHANKS TO MY NEIGHBORS for their 
tremendous support of my toiletry drive for 
Shepherd’s Table. With your participation, 

along with that of St. John the Evangelist School 
and Boy Scout Troop 466, I collected more than 
600 items. 

I delivered the items right before Thanksgiving. 
Donations included 205 tubes of toothpaste, 55 
sticks of deodorant, 130 bars of soap, 70 bottles 
each of shampoo and conditioner, along with razors, 
toothbrushes, and dental floss. Neighbors and Scouts 
also donated more than $100 in cash, which I used to 
purchase some of the items.

Located in Silver Spring, the mission of 
Shepherd’s Table is to help people who are 
homeless or in need by providing basic services, 
including meals, social services, medical support, 
clothing, and other assistance in an effective and 
compassionate manner.

“The toiletries will be distributed during shower 
time and used to improve the daily lives of our 
clients and dinner guests,” said Haile Gebregziabher, 
director of operations for Shepherd’s Table. “The 
drive was a success, and the short time to collect all 
the items was impressive. It was well planned and 
implemented,” Mr. Gebregziabher added.

As a result of the drive, I was able to earn my 
Citizenship in the Community merit badge as well as 
my Star Scout rank.

Thanks again for your help. k

Community Supports Shepherd’s Table
Through Toiletry Drive

By Devin Whalen

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Haile Gebregziabher (right) at Shepherd’s Table accepts toiletry donations 
from Devin Whalen (left).

Sam (left) and Devin Whalen (right) unload over 600 toiletry items 
collected from Indian Spring residents, Boy Scout Troop 466, and St. 
John the Evangelist School.
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Digi    rint
ConnectionFor all your printing needs 

Newsletters · Brochures · Manuals 
Flyers · Postcards

Invitations · Posters · Letterheads 
Envelopes · Menus

Carbonless Forms · Business Cards 
Programs

Mailing Services

2426 Linden Lane Suite 1R
Silver Spring, MD 20910

301-608-1925
301-608-1919 fax

orders@digiprintconn.com

Digiprint does a great job of printing 
the ISCA newsletters!

Joseph E. Frew, D.D.S. 
9604 Colesville Road 

Washington Consumers’ Checkbook 
 “TOP DENTISTS” 

Comprehensive and Aesthetic Dental Care 
Dental Implants 
Single Visit Crowns - CEREC 
Teeth Whitening  
Non-surgical gum Treatment 
Emergency Treatment 
Tooth Extractions 
Root Canals 
Dentures 
Friendly Caring & Relaxed Environment 

Call to 
schedule your 
appointment! 
301-585-3800 

 
Free Dental 

Implant 
Consultation! 

 $10.00 OFF  $45.00
 or more!

 With this coupon. Excludes Alcohol.
 1858994

CRIME REPORT
From Joyce Stocker

The following crimes have been reported to the 
Montgomery County Police Dept from the Indian 
Spring community from 11/26/13 to 12/23/13

12/05/13	 Theft	 9600 Colesville Rd
12/11/13	 Theft from Vehicle	 100 Granville Dr

Please report all crimes, 
no matter how minor, 

to the police and to the listserv.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joyce Stocker 

has indicated that she would be 

glad to facilitate the reporting of 

burned out street lights to  

PEPCO. Send an email to 

comit89@aol.com
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This is my first ISCA restaurant review and I 
had planned on looking at a new restaurant. But one 
evening in November, after parking my car in the 
Wayne Avenue Garage in downtown Silver Spring, 
the delightful odors coming out of Bete Ethiopian 
Cuisine and Café proved irresistible.

Bete is located in that quaint little house 
next to the Montgomery County liquor store that 
fortunately was not rezoned during the last makeover 
of downtown. The homey atmosphere immediately 
strikes one as you walk through the door. Being a 
single diner, I opted for the smaller “bar” area where 
CNN was playing on the wide screen TV. When my 
meal came — the vegetarian combination platter, with 
an additional order of chicken wot — my full attention 
turned to the beautiful presentation in front of me. 

The meal consisted of the traditional, tender, 
slow-cooked vegetables, which included yellow 
and green lentils, yams, green peas, collards — all 

covered in their own savory sauces. The chicken wot 
(shown in the middle in the photo provided) was 
spicy and rich with the most delicate, juicy chicken 
I have ever eaten. Ample injera (the traditional 
Ethiopian pancake bread) was provided to dredge 
through any combination my heart desired. 

Overall it was sweet, savory, spicy and 
appropriately rich throughout. A small green salad 
that was lightly dressed provided a lovely palate 
cleanser for the meal. 

With an Ethiopian beer, the dinner came to 
$32.00, mostly due to my own extravagance in 
wanting to try both the vegetarian sampler and a 
meat option. This meal was easily enough for two to 
three people, and the leftovers from my meal ended 
up as dinner for my husband. k

Table for One
By Ann Horton

RESTAURANT REVIEW

SEND YOUR RESTAURANT REVIEW REQUESTS TO AHORTON@COLLCOMM.ORG.

BETE ETHIOPIAN CUISINE & CAFÉ 

811 Roeder Road, Silver Spring, MD   

tel.: 301.588.2225 

www.beteethiopia.com
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YOUR GEEKS
This Father-Son Team Can End Your Computer Worries!

Same day or next day service available

WEB SITE:  

Iscaonline.com  
(includes services 
recommendations, and  
photo albums) 
 
We are also on Facebook 
under Indian Spring  
Citizens Association

EMAIL GROUP 
(LISTSERV):  

To subscribe:  
iscaonline-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com  

To send messages: 
iscaonline@yahoogroups.com
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If you shop at Snider’s for your groceries and are 
holding any paper receipts from purchases in 2013, 
please consider allowing Northwood High School to 
support its student programs by donating those receipts. 
If you have two or more from anytime in 2013, contact 
ISCA member Sue Luck at susanluck@comcast.net f 
or pickup.

In 2012, the school’s PTSA collected almost 
$80,000 worth of receipts - which resulted in a $788 
check to the Northwood PTSA. The school receives 1 
percent from Sniders simply based on shopping there.

Susan can accept 2013 Sniders receipts until mid-
February when they must be turned in. k

Snider’s Receipts Benefit Northwood
By Jay Goldman

Steven Oriol, ChFC® 
Financial Planner 
The Prudential Insurance Company of America 
CA Insurance License Number 0D54094 
4920 Elm St 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Office 240-381-3483 
steven.oriol@prudential.com 
www.prudential.com/us/steven.oriol 

INVESTMENTS      I       INSURANCE      I       RETIREMENT    

A Prudential financial professional can assess your situation. 
Draw up a plan. And help you build a secure future. To learn more, call me today. 

Insurance and annuities issued by The Prudential Insurance Company of America, Newark, NJ and its affiliates. Securities products and 
services are offered through Pruco Securities, LLC. Financial planning and investment advisory services offered through Prudential 
Financial Planning Services, a division of Pruco Securities, LLC. Each company is solely responsible for its own financial condition and 
contractual obligations. © 2013 Prudential Financial, Inc. and its related entities. Prudential, the Prudential logo, the Rock symbol 
and Bring Your Challenges are service marks of Prudential Financial, Inc., and its related entities, registered in many jurisdictions 
worldwide. 
0239345-00001-00 

YOU’D NEVER BUILD A HOUSE BY 
YOURSELF, SO WHY BUILD YOUR  
FINANCES THAT WAY? 

SCHOOLS NEWS

EDITOR’S NOTE: As noted previously, we will be including interviews with noted members of our community. We would 

welcome suggestions for further persons to be interviewed, please send to thausner@gmail.com, 301-587-6943 and we 

would love to have students to serve as reporters for student service credits.
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Recent Silver Spring Home Sales 

Help Me, Rhonda! Help, Help Me, Rhonda! 

Rhonda 
Help Me Buy! Help Me Sell! Help Me Rent! Help Me Stage! Help Me Renovate! 

 

 

 

Rhonda’s Featured Listing 
308 S. Waterford Rd 

5 BR/2.5 BA $535,000 
Totally renovated and ready to move in 

Woodmoor split level. Gourmet kitchen, 
glamorous master bath, huge walk-in 

closet. Updates galore! 

Gordon’s Silver Spring 
Restaurant Review: 

Pete’s New Haven Pizza 
Silver Spring has a new pizzeria in town, 

on the corner of Wayne and Georgia 
Avenue in Downtown Silver Spring. One 

perk of Pete’s is that you can buy the 
whole pie or just a slice. My favorites are 

the Staven, which has hot sausage, 
caramelized onions and hot cherry 

peppers; and when I’m in the vegetarian 
mood the Edge of the Woods is my go-to 
with its sautéed spinach, fried eggplant 

and ricotta cheese. Mondays are half price 
pizza nights! 

 
Kate’s Home Design Tip 

Buyers are looking for homes that look 
modern and also show style. A great 
way to add some personality to your 
house is through artwork. Instead of 

leaving your walls blank, grab an 
inexpensive frame (from Ikea or the 
thrift store!) and hit the fabric store. 

Grab a half a yard of fabric with some 
color and pattern that coordinates with 
your room and place in the frames. This 
cheap project will make your home feel 

more complete! 

Need HELP finding 
a home service? Call us for recommendations for plumbers 
to dog walkers to mortgage lenders. We know them all! 
 
Need HELP understanding the different neighborhoods? 
Rhonda will break down the different areas for you!  

F A L L  2 0 1 3  

 
Rhonda Mortensen 
Top 1% of Realtors 
Representing Sellers & Buyers in MD, DC & VA 
Long & Foster Real Estate, Bethesda Gateway Office 
Cell: 301-326-6401 
Email: Rhondamortensen1@gmail.com 
www.searchsilverspringhomes.com 

HelpMeRhondaRealEstate 

HelpMeRhondaRealEstate 
in the community 

20901 Indian Spring 
9321 Wire Ave $455,000 
9902 Rogart Rd $567,500 
9005 Flower Ave $535,000 
218 Granville Dr $599,000 
9605 Garwood St $520,000 
9511 Seminole St $477,000 
9910 Moss Ave $345,000 
9515 Seminole St $480,000 
10308 Colesville Rd $275,950 

20910 Woodside 
422 Windsor St $563,000 
612 Greenbrier Dr $750,000 
8915 1st Ave $500,000 
1613 Ballard St $411,550 
1916 Locust Grove $449,000 
1212 Noyes Dr $1,010,000 
 

HelpMeRhondaRealEstate will 
HELP you with creative ideas 
to get the most money for your 
current home and the best deal 

on your future home. 
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Our listings sell at an average of 104% of list, in an average of 8.2 days!
Our buyers save 3% more with us!

Put our Experience & Expertise to work for you. 
Contact the Tamara Kucik Team today!

HGTV’s Featured Realtor & Real Estate Expert
#1 Silver Spring Realtor since 2009

Top 12 of Long & Foster’s 14,000 Agents
www.tamara4homes.com

     301.580.5002 c. 202.966.1400 o.

The Tamara Kucik Team is thrilled to 
announce the addition of Kathleen 
Briese and Jamie Fitzsimons. Both are 
welcome additions to our experienced 
team. So, if you’re thinking of buying 
or selling, and you value experience 
and integrity, contact the Tamara Kucik 
Team!

“Well done is better than well said.” - Benjamin Franklin

With the Tamara Kucik Team - the job is always well done!

* We sold more homes than our top four competitors combined!
* Average time on market—7 days
* Sold for an average of 101.3% of list price
* We represent buyers too — our buyers are loving what the Tamara Kucik Team can 
do for them!



 Estate sales 
 Buy-outs 
 Consignment 
 Auctions 
 Junk removal 

Your Neighborhood Estate Sale Service Provider 

We can help you eliminate the stress of 
dealing with an attic or house full of stuff through 

We have conducted estate sales that have generated $5,000 to $45,000 
and left homeowners and executors with clean houses ready to be sold! 

 

Our sales include: 
Antiques, Art, Collectibles,  Jewelry, Modern Furniture, 

Vehicles, Home Décor and So Much More.  
 

Contact Christopher Lancette 
Cell: (202) 731-9447 / chris@orionsattic.com 

 

See testimonials at www.orionsattic.com 
 

Realtors: Try us once and you’ll love us forever! 

$$$
 

Located right here in the ISCA community 
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